RETURN TO
SCHOOL
GROTON CSD

PLANNING
PROCESS
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PUTTING OUR GROTON STUDENTS FIRST...
This reopening plan represents the culmination of
several weeks of discussion and planning. It considers
the input of our district stakeholders, including
parents, teachers, administrators, and the community,
as well as guidelines and advice from state and local
public health officials.
Importantly, this plan respects the role of parents in
making the best choices for their children’s education
and family situations.
Please read the presentation in its entirety.
There are important decisions families must make for
each of their Groton students based on the
information presented.
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Our Goal: Create a sustainable learning model built on
the foundational strengths of our existing educational
program. Two overarching goals guided our planning
process:

👪

Prioritizing the health and well-being of our
students and staff.

🏫

Ensuring students receive high-quality
instruction whether at home or in-school.
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Input from Families
We know from family feedback and our
experience educating children that students
need to be connected to their teachers and
peers throughout the school day.
With that in mind, the plan provides
consistency and high quality instruction to
meet students’ educational, physical and
social-emotional needs.
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FAMILIES HAVE TWO OPTIONS:
IN-SCHOOL OR REMOTE LEARNING
IN-SCHOOL LEARNING
▸
▸
▸

Students receive in-person
learning at school
Guidelines in place to minimize
the risks of virus transmissions
With any necessary
modifications for safety,
students participate in daily
activities at school, including
specials and electives

REMOTE LEARNING
▸

▸

▸

Students will have digital
access to all instruction
resources provided to their
peers who are at school.
Students will have opportunity
for live virtual interaction with
teachers and teacher
assistants.

Parents will need to
partner with their child’s
teachers to support the
at-home learning.
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Return to School Details
▸ First day of school will be Sept. 9, 2020
▸ Students will attend school every scheduled
school day Monday-Friday, utilizing an AM/PM
shift model.
▸ Both shifts afford students about 3 hours of
live instruction time. Exact time schedules will
be forthcoming, but we envision an 8-11:00 and
11:15 - 2:15 timeframe.
▸ Family units will be placed in the same shift,
unless specific programming does not allow it
(i.e. CTE).
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In-School Learning
▸ Students in grades UPK-6 will have three hours of live
instruction and will be given supplemental materials
to extend their learning when at home.
▸ Students in grades 7-12 will have a blended schedule
of four classes at school, and two classes virtually,
every day. Students will be required to “attend” their
virtual classes at their scheduled time. Thus, school
hours will be from 8:00am to 2:15pm daily.
▸ Students choosing the remote model will attend their
virtual classes as scheduled, but will have flexibility in
completing the core subject work.
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AT-SCHOOL SAFETY:
LAYERS OF PROTECTION

Layer 1: Before School Student and Staff Screening

Layer 2: Facility Sanitizing Protocols

Layer 3: Face Coverings, Social Distancing and
Personal Hygiene
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LAYER 1: BEFORE SCHOOL STAFF &
STUDENT HEALTH SCREENING
Our first and most critical layer of protection
starts at home.
● Parents must screen their children for
symptoms of COVID-19, prior to sending their
child to school. If a child is exhibiting symptoms,
they must stay home from school.
● Staff must perform a symptom self-check prior
to arriving at school. If a staff member is
exhibiting symptoms related to COVID-19, they
will not report to work.
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LAYER 2: FACILITIES SANITIZING
PROTOCOLS
On our buses and at school we are
implementing significant sanitizing protocols
that include, but are not limited to:
● New nightly cleaning and disinfecting
protocols for each room as well as every bus
● Desk and common surface cleaning between
AM/PM shifts and/or each class period
transition
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LAYER 3: FACE COVERING, SOCIAL
DISTANCING & PERSONAL HYGIENE
Public health guidelines strongly encourage the use
of face masks, and require them when social
distancing cannot be maintained.
● All employees and students in grades 6-12 will be
required to wear face masks in common areas of the
building (i.e. hallways) and when social distancing of 6’
cannot be maintained.
● All students MUST wear a face mask while on the
school bus.
● Every effort will be made to maintain physical
distancing of 6’ in every classroom space.
● Regular handwashing and/or use of hand sanitizers
throughout the day will be encouraged.
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SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL
SUPPORT
To help address anxiety, fears
and uncertainty, we are building
in support systems to offer
students throughout the day.
In addition, we will provide
resources to help families
reassure their children and
foster a sense of positivity,
safety and security.
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TRANSPORTATION

s
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TRANSPORTATION CHANGES
BUS SCHEDULES & RUNS

BUS PROTOCOLS

In order to facilitate an AM/PM
shift model, we have had to
increase the number of bus runs
we will be scheduling daily. This
has led to the need to combine bus
routes to increase driver
availability throughout the day.

Students who ride the bus MUST
wear a mask. The district will
provide masks to those students
who arrive at the bus without one.

We apologize in advance for the
challenges these changes create
for our families who will be using
school transportation.

Due to consolidating bus routes,
students can anticipate having
a longer ride on the bus to and
from school daily.

Students will be assigned seats and
siblings will sit together on the bus.
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CONTINGENCY
PLAN FULLY
REMOTE
LEARNING
s
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CONTINGENCY PLAN: FULLY REMOTE
ALL STUDENTS LEARN FROM HOME
It may be necessary for the district to move to a fully
remote learning model if the situation warrants it.

Students will follow their set schedule and
participate in remote learning by attending class
“virtually.”
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NEXT STEPS
1. Please complete the survey: Return to School:
Parent Survey #2
2. We will finalize our plans and share more when we
have the final guidance from the state in early
August
3. Parent informational presentations will be held in
mid-August to share details about the return to
school.
4. Student schedules for grades UPK-6 will be
available by mid-August and for grades 7-12 they
will be available by the last week of August
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