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HEALTH 
Q1: What are we doing to ensure the protection and safety of everyone at the school? 
A1: We are following CDC guidelines as they relate to: cleaning and disinfecting of the school 
and buses daily, the use of PPE in common areas and where social distancing cannot be 
maintained for all staff and students grades 6-12 (unless they have a medical reason for not 
wearing a face covering), a daily pre-screening requirement for every student and staff member 
prior to their arrival, limiting the sharing of materials, and the creation of small cohorts of 
students that stay together throughout their day for grades UPK-6 and as much as is feasible 
grades 7-12. 
 
Q2: Will students’ temperatures be taken? 
A2: All parents will be required to complete a daily pre-screening of their student, to include 
taking their temperature prior to sending their child to school.  This screening will be submitted 
through a digital pre-screening application from the Cayuga Medical Center. 
 
Q3: Will parents be allowed to walk their child into the building? 
A3: Per CDC guidelines, we are keeping our attendance at buildings as close to “essential 
people only” as possible.  Therefore, parents will not be allowed to walk their students into the 
building. 
 
Q4: What safety protocols are being put in place to require students to wear masks, social 
distance, navigate hallways, and how do you plan to enforce this?? 
A4: Students in grades 6-12 are required to wear masks in common areas and when social 
distancing cannot be maintained in the classroom. We will be working with students via 
education and encouragement to get compliance and will be asking parents to support us in that 
endeavor. Students are encouraged to bring their own masks from home, but the district will 
provide masks to any students who are in need of one at no charge.  Hallways will be marked 
with tape to show students where to walk, and how far to stay apart. 
 
Q5: What happens if a faculty or staff member or a student tests positive for COVID? How will 
you make sure the building is safe and parents are notified? 
A5: We will be following the CDC guidelines for cleaning after a positive test of a staff member 
or student.  We will be working with the DOH on proper notification to the community. 
 
Q6: Will there be physical barriers between desks? 
A6: There will not be physical barriers between desks where six feet is maintained.  We will 
have barriers for seating that does not allow for this (i.e. tables, lab tables, art room tables, etc.). 
 
Q7: Will teachers wear masks at all times in the building? 
A7: Teachers will be required to wear masks in common areas and in classrooms when social 
distancing cannot be maintained. Staff will be following these requirements unless they have a 
medical condition that precludes them wearing a mask. 
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Q8: What will be the protocol for when a student gets sick in school? 
A8: We are following the CDC guideline for when a student gets sick in school, which includes 
sending the student to the nurse who will place him/her in isolation until parents have arrived to 
take the student home.  Parents will be required to complete a telemedicine screening with 
Cayuga Medical Center health professionals or have their child seen by their primary care 
physician before returning to school. 
 
Q9: Is the school requiring parents to sign a  waiver of any sort before school starts? 
A9: That has not been determined at this time. 
 
Q10: What will my child mentally need to prepare for during the school year? 
A10: We are including in our materials Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) information for you to 
use at home with your child to help them prepare for what to expect in school this fall.  Also, we 
will be surveying each student in the first three weeks of school to assess their social-emotional 
well-being and making referrals to students support services as appropriate for individual 
students.  
 
Q11: Will there be people and protocols in place for movement within the school? 
A11: We will have signs and tape markings on the floors for proper movement in the school. 
Students in grades UPK-5 will be escorted when going to one of their specials.  Students in 
grades 6-12 will receive instruction on proper movement throughout the building, including when 
transitioning between classes.  
 
Q12:  I saw previously the school would be providing free dental screenings/cleanings.  Is that 
still happening? 
A12:  Groton has been approved as a site for free dental screenings/cleanings.  However, we 
have not been given a date by the service provider as to when that service might reconvene this 
coming fall.  As soon as we have a date, we will pass that information on to our parents.  
 
Q13:  Will the district regularly test teachers for COVID-19? 
A13:  The district will require all faculty, staff and students to complete a daily pre-screening 
through the Cayuga Medical Center’s pre-screening application.  For those individuals who 
screen “in the red,” a referral will be made for a telemedicine screening by Cayuga Medical 
Center health care personnel.  They will be determining appropriateness for COVID testing 
based upon symptoms and/or exposure to the virus.  
 
Q14:  Will the district be providing PPE equipment for teachers? 
A14: The district will encourage teachers to bring in cloth face coverings, but will be providing 
masks to any teacher that needs one, at no cost to the teacher.  In addition, gloves are available 
to any teachers who would like them.  If a teacher makes a reasonable request for additional 
accommodations based upon individual health concerns, the district will meet with that teacher 
to discuss the reasonable PPE necessary, including face shields and possibly N95 masks. Per 
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regulation, any teacher who is requesting an N95 mask will need to get clearance from their 
physician before the district will be able to order one and have the teacher fitted for it.  
 
Q15: Will the teachers be given unlimited sick leave?  If not, how will you ensure that they stay 
home when they have symptoms and assure they can be compensated for any quarantine 
requirements? 
A15: The district will follow the present contract language in relation to allotted sick days for 
teachers. All teachers are required to complete a pre-screening attestation application daily. 
One of those questions asks them to identify symptoms.  If they are having any illness 
symptoms, they will be required to complete a telemedicine screening through Cayuga Medical 
Center or their primary care physician to see if they need to be tested for COVID.  The district 
will follow the Family Medical Leave CARES Act legislation as it relates to quarantine and 
worker compensation.  
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CLEANING & DISINFECTING 
 

Q1: What is the cleaning going to look like between shifts during the day? 
A1: We will be wiping down all commonly used surface areas in classrooms between shifts, 
using barriers within classrooms, and cleaning the bathrooms at least four (4) times daily. In 
addition, we will be assigning students in the PM shift different desks than students in the AM 
shift whenever possible. 
 
Q2: Why isn’t there more time between AM/PM shifts to allow for cleaning? 
A2: In order to meet the academic needs and transportation availability of each shift, as well as 
the contractual obligations of our faculty and staff, we designed the day accordingly. 
 
Q3: What specific cleaning protocols have been put in place to protect our students? 
A3: High contact surface areas are being wiped down every 40 minutes at the grade 7-12 level, 
and between shifts at the UPK-6 level.  We are following all CDC guidelines for cleaning and 
disinfecting of the buildings and the school buses. 
 
Q4: How will the building be cleaned each day? Will there be training for those who are 
sanitizing? 
A4: We will be following the CDC guidelines for the cleaning and disinfecting of the building 
each evening. TST-BOCES Health and Safety Coordinators have trained our buildings and 
grounds staff on proper cleaning and disinfection techniques.  They have had all summer to 
practice the new protocols, working in teams of 2-3 to complete the work.  Through this practice 
they have determined the amount of time necessary to clean each building and can do so within 
the eight hour shift they have.  
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TRANSPORTATION 
 
Q1: How are the buses being cleaned? 
A1: Bus drivers and bus garage maintenance personnel will be cleaning and disinfecting the bus 

daily following CDC and DOT guidelines. They have all been trained on the proper cleaning 
procedures to follow. 

 
Q2: Will the buses be cleaned between the AM and PM shifts? 
A2: We will use different buses for the AM and PM shifts. Buses will be cleaned and disinfected 

daily. 
 
Q3:  How long will the bus rides be? 
A3:  The actual length of a bus route will be finalized after we know how many stops each bus 

has to make along its given route. 
 
 
Q4: How is social distancing and mask-wearing going to be enforced on buses? 
A4: Students will be assigned seats to help maintain social distancing (siblings may sit 

together). Students must have a mask on to get on the bus. Students who do not have a 
mask will be provided one from a supply kept on every bus. Failure to follow the rules will 
result in a loss of bus riding privileges. 

 
Q5: At what age can my child be dropped off at home without supervision? 
A5: Parents certainly know the maturity level of their children the best.  Therefore, we will 

consider requests for student drop off at home without supervision for students in 4th grade 
or higher. 

 
Q6: What is the bus schedule? How do I know when to expect my child to be picked up and 

dropped off? 
A6: Once we have the routes complete, we will be sending out postcards with the bus pick-up 

and drop-off locations/times to our families.  We expect this information to go out in the last 
week of August. 

 
Q7: Can we decide on final transportation plans once I know which shift my child is scheduled? 
A7: In order for our routes to be accurate, we will need the transportation information as soon as 

possible.  If you are in doubt, please put your name on the transportation list, as it will be 
easier to remove your name later than it will be to add more riders to the routes.  

 
Q8: Who do I contact if I need to make a change to my child’s transportation plan? 
A8: Please contact the transportation department and the appropriate building main office. We 

will need five (5) days advanced notice to make changes to transportation.  
 

Updated 9.28.20 6 



 

 
Q9: If my student attends a BOCES program, what is the transportation? 
A9: Groton CSD will be transporting students to their various BOCES programs.  Students who 

attend CTE programs will spend half their day at BOCES and the other half at Groton.  
 
Q10: Who do I contact if my child only needs transportation one way? 
A10: Please complete the survey stating you need transportation, and then put N/A down for the 

part you don’t need, and the address down for the part of the day you do need 
transportation for. 

 
Q11: Will there be designated pick-up and drop-off areas for those of us driving our kids to 
school? 
A11: Yes.  Each building has a designated pick-up and drop-off area for students being 
transported to school.  The presentation has the map to show you where each area is, and 
signage has been placed in those areas for parents. Specific drop-off and pick-up times have 
been included in your packets, and we ask that all parents strictly adhere to those times in order 
thelp us stagger arrivals.  
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FOOD SERVICES 
 

Q1: Will students be allowed to bring their own lunch? 
A1: Yes.  We will require no sharing of food. 
 
Q2: Will students be able to get breakfast and lunch? 
A2: The district will be providing two meals to students daily.  Students attending school in the 
AM shift will receive a breakfast upon arrival to eat in their classroom.  Lunch will be a 
“Grab-n-go” bagged lunch to eat at home.  PM shift students will arrive at school and eat lunch 
in their classroom.  They will receive a “Grab-n-go” breakfast to take home with them for 
consumption the following morning.  
 
Q3: What will the lunch options be? 
A3: Food will be served single-plated, and in pre-packaged serving sizes. 
 
Q4: Where will the student be eating? 
A4: If eating the meal at school, students will eat it in the classroom.. 
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INSTRUCTIONAL EXPECTATIONS 
 
Q1: The elementary classrooms have round tables with chairs for students.  Will these be 
replaced with desks?  Will they have shields on them? 
A1: We are setting up all of our classrooms in a manner that seats students 6’ apart.  In the 
cases where there are tables in classrooms instead of desks, physical barriers will be provided. 
 
Q2: If we choose one option for our children’s education, would we have the opportunity to 
change? 
A2: We are asking parents to commit to the option they choose for ten week intervals, given the 
complication of creating the small in-person cohorts. 
 
Q3: What supplies will be made available at the school and what will parents need to provide? 
A3: Supply lists will be mailed home for K-5.  Teachers in grades 6-12 will let the students know 
what supplies they need. 
 
Q4: What training are you providing teachers to help them with the additional responsibilities to 
be sure the guidelines are being followed? 
A4: There is training for all faculty and staff on PPE and respiratory etiquette as well as proper 
handwashing.  In addition, faculty have been informed of the social distancing requirements. 
 
Q5: What resources will be provided for virtual learning at home? 
A5: Every student will be provided with a Chromebook for digital work. All work and instructional 
resources/materials will be housed in Google Classroom for parent and student access.  We are 
also creating a parent portal for easy access to assignments students have to complete.  All 
assignments are aligned with priority standards per content area, as defined by the NYS Next 
Generation Learning Standards. 
 
Q6: How will students engage with the teacher and other students if they are learning virtually 
from home? Who will be providing the instruction? What are the parent expectations? 
A6: Students will not have as much opportunity for engagement as students who are not 
learning remotely.  Students in grades 7-12 will be required to attend class every day via live 
stream with their peers for classes that are being held in-person.  Students in grades K-6 will be 
assigned a teacher and live stream in with that teacher and other remote students for that 
specific grade level on a daily basis.  Attendance will be taken daily, homework will be assigned 
via Google Classroom, and students will be expected to complete formal assessments (i.e. 
quizzes and tests).  Parents will be expected to maintain a strong relationship with their child’s 
classroom teacher, as their child may need to utilize their parent(s) for support at home.  
 
Q7: Will information be sent home in advance of school opening for parents to go over with their 
children on what the new expectations will be? 
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A7: The informational meeting and parent packets provided at that time include the information 
parents will need to review with their child before the first day of school.  
 
Q8: What controls are there for behavioral problems? What will be done if another student 
refuses to wear a mask or coughs on my child intentionally? 
A8: Students are required to wear a mask during transitions, when in common spaces, and 
when social distancing cannot be maintained.  Regulations allow for exemptions for medical 
reasons.  We will be following the Student Code of Conduct regarding any behavioral issues 
that may arise.  
 
Q9: What are the specific guidelines for UPK? 
A9: Our plan has specific criteria for UPK classes which will have approximately 8-9 students in 
each and will follow early learning guidelines from the state.  These guidelines include:  

● Family style eating will not be practiced due to social distancing requirements and for 
health safety reasons. 

● An adult will ensure that proper hand washing protocols are followed when students are 
using the bathroom and before and after meals. 

● Avoid centers that include multiple students using it at one time, such as water/sand 
tables, sensory tables, etc. 

● Provide students with individual sets of materials to avoid sharing of common items; and 
● Follow proper sanitation guidelines from the Department of Health after children have 

been at a learning center or in small groups. 
● The UPK class instructors will refrain from strategies and practices that encourage 

physical contact, such as hand-holding buddy systems. 
● The building leader will consider the use of alternate learning spaces for hands-on 

centers that allow for social distancing (i.e. small gym at GES). 
 
Q10: What supports are in place for special education? 
A10: Students will be receiving their support and services as are outlined in the individual IEPs. 
We will be providing the opportunity to receive the appropriate instruction in-person, and 
strongly encourage students with high needs to attend school. 
 
Q11: What happens if our internet goes out?  Does the school have jet packs available? 
A11: The district will allow students who have poor internet access to be in the school building in 
designated areas for the classes they are enrolled in virtually. The school does not presently 
have hot spot services available for student use at home. 
 
Q12: Will there be a single Google Classroom format required of teachers this year?  During the 
spring, several formats were used and it was very confusing. 
A12: Yes.  We have created a single Google Classroom structure for grades UPK - 6 and 
grades 7-12 and have afforded teachers time this summer to get those Google Classroom 
structures organized per building requirements.  
 

Updated 9.28.20 10 



 

Q13: What are your plans for remediation for struggling students? 
A13: We will be benchmarking all students in grades K-8 in the first five weeks of school. 
Students in K-5 will receive differentiated instruction based upon their academic scores. 
Students in grades 6-8 with significant gaps in their academic scores  will be scheduled for 
academic intervention services in ELA and/or math as part of an extended day schedule.  
 
Q14:  How will physical education be organized? 
A14:  Students will be in small cohorts to allow for at least 12’ of social distancing. 
 
Q15:  Is there going to be live band practice? 
A15:  Band and chorus students will receive in-person instruction via small ensemble and/or 
individual lesson format.  These lessons will be scheduled one day/week as a part of an 
extended day schedule for students who take these classes.  
 
Q16: What will remote learners miss out on?  (Communication, Pictures, Food delivery?) 
A16: Remote learners will be able to receive two daily meals via parent pick-up.  Any 
communication from the district will be sent to all families regardless of whether the child is 
learning in-person or remote. ALL students, whether in-person or remote, are still members of 
the Groton Central District. We will be providing equitable education to both our in-person and 
remote learners. Remote learners can call the school to make an appointment for student 
pictures to be taken at school on Picture Day.  
 
Q17: How will the STEAM program at the high school be conducted? CTE at BOCES? 
A17: Students enrolled in STEAM classes will have their core academics in the morning, 
followed by lunch at school, and then their STEAM class will be the first two periods of the 
afternoon.  Therefore, they will all have an extended day that runs from 8:00am to 12:45pm. 
Students in CTE programs at BOCES will also have an extended day, as their CTE program will 
be for half a day and then they will have their core classes at Groton.  Therefore, CTE students 
will have an extended day that runs from 8:00am to 2:11pm.  
 
Q18: Will children be required to share any tools or supplies? 
A18: The district is purchasing individual student supplies and creating kits for each student in 
grades UPK-6.  When tools and supplies need to be shared (i.e. technology class), those tools 
will be wiped down between each student’s use.  
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 SCHEDULES 
 

Q1: Will fall sports be allowed? 
A1: Section IV has voted to postpone fall sports until early spring.  No sports competitions will 
take place in Section IV until January 4th, 2021. 
 
Q2: Can students who are doing remote learning participate in sports, clubs and 
extracurriculars? 
A2: Students who are doing remote learning will be able to participate in sports as they become 
available. They will be able to participate in clubs/extracurriculars which will be offered online to 
all students starting the week of October 5, 2020.  
 
Q3: Can students going into 7th grade meet their classroom teachers virtually? 
A3: That has not been determined at this time. 
 
Q4: Will students going into 7th grade be taught a foreign language in person? 
A4: New York State Department of Education (NYSED) does not require foreign language in 7th 
grade.  Therefore, in order to make the shift schedule work, we will not be offering that course to 
our 7th graders this school year.  
 
Q5: If we go on vacation and are required to quarantine for 14 days how will that factor into 
school attendance and participation? 
A5: While on vacation, your student would be counted as absent, whether they were learning 
remotely or in-school.  If a student in grades 7-12 has to quarantine, they will be able to attend 
their course by live-streaming in when those courses are offered.  All students would need to 
complete the work that has been put into Google classroom.  
 
Q6: If we need to pick up our child early from school will we be allowed to go into the school to 
sign them out? 
A6: We will be asking parents to let the school know (by phone or note sent in with the student) 
that you will be picking them up early.  We will be doing our best to limit the number of visitors 
coming in and out of the building so advance notice will allow us to have a student ready to go 
at the designated time of pick-up.  Parents will be allowed into the vestibule area of each 
building to sign their student out.  Masks will be required for doing so.  
 
Q7: Is there an after school program like YMCA? What other child care is available? 
A7: Yes.  The YMCA is offering services before and after school and wrap-around services if the 
demand warrants it.  In addition, parents can contact the Tompkins County Child Development 
Center to speak with a child care referral specialist who will assist them in arranging for day care 
for their child. There is no district-sponsored child care program.  
 
Q8: When will parents be contacted about schedules for our students? 
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A8: We will have student schedules done for grades 7-12 the week of August 24th and will be 
mailing them home.  Students in grades UPK-6 will receive their schedules no later than August 
17th.  These schedules will include what shifts the students are in. 
 
Q9: How many classes are in-person? 
A9: Students in grades UPK-6 who attend school will receive daily instruction in the core content 
areas, as well as in-person instruction once a week in specials areas (i.e. art, music, PE). 
Students in grades 7-12 will receive in-person instruction four days a week for core content 
areas, and two times each week for encore subject areas.  
 
Q10: What are the lab requirements for science? 
A10: The lab requirements for 7th and 8th grade science allow lab activities to be a part of the 
regularly scheduled class.  Grades 9-12 Regents-based lab requirements have been modified 
by NYSED to allow those minutes to be met through in class instruction as well as activities 
students are assigned outside of class.  
 
Q11: Why are students not attending school all day, every day? 
A11:  in order to maintain social distancing in classrooms, we needed to create smaller cohorts 
of classes.  We do not have enough classroom space or teachers to be able to do this in a full 
day model.  Thus, we went to a half-day model, as we believe students need to have as much 
face-to face contact time as possible with their teachers. Students will be assigned one shift and 
will stay with that shift for the school year.  
 
Q12:  Will it be possible for outside organizations to utilize school building space after-hours in 
the upcoming school year?  
A12:  The Board of Education and district leadership is working on the logistics of allowing 
outside organizations to utilize school building space after-hours.  Once Section IV allows the 
commencement of sports, we will allow outside entities to utilize school space on a very 
structured basis.  There will be a limited number of rooms made available, and all meetings will 
have to end by 7:30pm to allow for proper cleaning and disinfection of those spaces. More 
guidance will be forthcoming on this as we get closer to the January 4th, 2021 start date for 
sports.  
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